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Capt. Yaron Eliezer Chitiz, born in South Africa
and raised in Ra’anana, was a 23-year-old deputy
company commander who served in the Shaked
Battalion of the Givati Brigade. He was killed in
northern Gaza on December 26, 2023. During the
year of mourning Yaron’s father, Clive Chitiz, was
traveling back to Israel from London. When he
showed up for his flight on Friday, he told the El Al
security representative that he really needed the
flight to leave on time so he could make it back to
his shul in Ra’anana for Shabbos, where he could
say Kaddish for his fallen son. He explained that he
had promised himself to say Kaddish at least once a
day so he really needed to get home on time. The
agent explained that she was only on the security
team and had no information about the flight’s
departure. Clive thanked her and started walking
toward the gate, still a little nervous about the
timing. A few minutes later, his phone rang. “Hi,
this is Jasmine from security. To be honest, I didn’t
even know what Kaddish was, so I Googled it. I
learned that to say Kaddish, you need at least ten
men over the age of thirteen. I hope you don’t
mind, but I took the liberty of asking a few men to
meet me by the gate so you can say Kaddish before
you board.” Clive began to cry and ran toward the
gate. When he got there, he did not find ten men.
Clive found every single man over the age of
thirteen on his flight waiting for him at the gate.
The men who helped make the minyan deserve
recognition. But I want to highlight Jasmine, the
security agent. She had an experience that touched
her. That experience triggered a thought, which led
to an emotion, which led to action. She connected
with a bereaved father, took it upon herself to learn,
and then acted in a compassionate way. It is one
thing to be inspired. It is another thing to translate
inspiration into impact. And sometimes, the most
important realization is that we are not only
waiting for someone to inspire us. 
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We may be the person someone else is waiting for.
A student once came to the Baal Shem Tov shortly
before Rosh Hashanah and told him that he wanted
to meet Eliyahu Hanavi. The Baal Shem Tov
instructed him to travel to a small, ramshackle
cottage in a faraway forest. After an arduous three-
day journey, the student arrived and found only a
poor widow and her children. She kindly invited
him to spend Rosh Hashanah with them, though
she had hardly a piece of bread to offer for the
holiday meal. Fortunately, the man had brought
food for his journey, and he shared it with the
family. For two days, he anxiously awaited the
appearance of Eliyahu Hanavi, but it never
happened. Disappointed, he returned to his Rebbe.
The Baal Shem Tov assured him that Eliyahu had
been there and told him to return to the hut in the
forest for Yom Kippur. This time, the student
arrived shortly before Yom Kippur began. From
inside the home, he heard the children crying
bitterly, “Mother, we have nothing at all to eat.
How will we prepare for Yom Kippur? We are
starving!” “Be calm,” said the mother. “Just like
Hashem sent Eliyahu Hanavi to visit us on Rosh
Hashanah, surely He will do it again.” As Yom
Kippur begins, we are looking for inspiration:
something we can read, someone we can listen to,
someone near us who can inspire us with their
kavanah and their davening. But perhaps Yom
Kippur is also a time to realize that we can have
impact by being an inspiration for others. We can
be a force of good that someone else needs. We can
take an experience that moves us, turn it into
action, and become someone’s Eliyahu Hanavi.
Sometimes you might be searching for Eliyahu
Hanavi, only to discover that you are the one who
has been sent. This Yom Kippur, we should be
blessed with the clarity and courage to not only
seek out inspiration, but to become an inspiration
for others.
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